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TOOL: A LAB OF ONE’S OWN
Material ConneXion, a New
York-based resource cen-
ter with a library of 4,500
samples of high-perfor-
mance and sustainable
materials, now offers cus-
tomized “innovation labs”
aimed at making it easier
for engineers and designers
to develop new products.
Previously, representatives
from companies like Whirl-
pool and Procter & Gamble
had to travel to Manhattan
to view the firm’s offerings.
The first client to purchase
its own on-site lab, a selec-
tion of plastics and recy-
cled matter displayed on
moveable walls, is office-
furniture maker Haworth
of Holland, Mich. Haworth
installed the display prom-
inently in its new head-
quarters to show its com-
mitment to earth-friendly
manufacturing.
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